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tamoxifen, demonstrating that breast cancer can actually be prevented. The
NCI is now developing an educational program to help physicians and pa-
tients decide who should consider taking tamoxifen.

Researchers are also making advances in breast cancer treatment and have
found ways to combine chemotherapy drugs to make treatment more effec-
tive for patients whose cancer has spread. Drugs have also been developed
to alleviate some of the side effects of chemotherapy. But these break-
throughs in cancer research and treatment can only help if women are in-
formed about them. During this month, I invite all Americans to take part
in our national effort to save lives. Let us join together to make sure that
women and their families hear the message about the importance of screen-
ing and early detection, receive recommended screening mammograms, and
have access to appropriate treatment. We have won important battles in our
war on breast cancer, and we have cause to celebrate; nevertheless, we
must remain focused on gaining the ultimate victory—an America free from
breast cancer.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 1998 as Na-
tional Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I call upon government officials,
businesses, communities, health care professionals, educators, volunteers,
and all the people of the United States to publicly reaffirm our Nation’s
strong and continuing commitment to controlling and curing breast cancer.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of Oc-
tober, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7131 of October 2, 1998

Fire Prevention Week, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Fire claims more than 4,000 American lives each year, a tragic loss of life
that we can and must prevent. Nearly 80 percent of these deaths occur in
the home, where smoke and poisonous gases often kill people long before
flames can reach them.

Underestimating fire’s deadly speed has cost many Americans their lives.
Smoke alarms are one of the most effective safety tools available to ensure
sufficient escape time, and research shows that by installing and maintain-
ing working smoke alarms, we can reduce the risk of fire-related death by
nearly 50 percent. Another important safety measure is a home fire escape
plan, which enables everyone in the household to exit quickly during a fire
emergency.

As sponsor of Fire Prevention Week for more than 70 years, the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) has selected ‘‘Fire Drills—The Great
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Escape!’’ as the theme for this year’s Fire Prevention Week. Together with
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, the NFPA reminds us to take
responsibility for our personal safety and practice our home escape plans.
On Wednesday, October 7, 1998, fire departments across America will co-
ordinate home fire drills in support of National Fire Prevention Week.
Community fire departments will signal the start of the ‘‘Great Escape Fire
Drill’’ by sounding their stations’ fire alarms at 6:00 p.m.

As we focus on fire safety this week, let us also pay tribute to the courage
and commitment of our Nation’s fire and emergency services personnel.
These dedicated men and women devote themselves, day in and day out,
to protecting our lives and property from the ravages of fire. All America
watched in awe this summer as thousands of firefighters from across the
Nation battled the wildfires that raged through Florida for so many weeks.
Leaving their own homes and families, these heroes put their lives on the
line as street by street, house by house, they worked to save the homes of
their fellow Americans. It is fitting that on Sunday, October 4, 1998, at the
17th annual National Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg,
Maryland, our Nation will honor once again the valiant men and women
across our country whose commitment to protecting our families and com-
munities from fire cost them their lives.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 4 through
October 10, 1998, as Fire Prevention Week. I encourage people of the
United States to take an active role in fire prevention not only this week,
but also throughout the year. I also call upon every citizen to pay tribute
to the members of our fire and emergency services who have lost their lives
or been injured in service to their communities, and to those men and
women who carry on their noble tradition.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-eight, and
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-third.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 7132 of October 5, 1998

Child Health Day, 1998

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
As caring parents and citizens, we must do all we can to ensure that our
children, our Nation’s greatest resource, lead safe and healthy lives. Today,
thanks to scientific breakthroughs and increased public awareness, we have
the ability to prevent many of the childhood illnesses and disorders of the
past. We have raised immunization rates to an all-time high, ensured that
prescription drugs will be adequately tested for children, conducted re-
search to help protect children from environmental health risks, and estab-
lished protections so that mothers can stay in hospitals with their
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